II<5                   THE    COMPLETED    WORK    OF
being then quite open. Campbell had six weeks* sledging rations
and, in addition, the following stores, which he cached, and a list
of which is vital to the story: Biscuits, 270 Ibs.; cocoa and choco-
late, 60 Ibs.; pemmican, 56 Ibs.; sugar, 56 Ibs.; two cheeses, a few
onions and raisins, 14 tins of paraffin and some spare clothing and
equipment. The intention was to sledge along the coast to Wood
Bay.
Various circumstances prevented this journey from being com-
pleted. In the first place the work was pure exploration, as the
terrain was quite unknown and too difficult for the distance to be
covered in the time available. Then heavy snow fell and made
progress slow. In addition to these obstacles, a large amount of
surveying and geologizing was required within a few miles of
Terra Nova Bay. The Melbourne, Boomerang, Corner and Priest-
ley Glaciers were discovered. Priestley collected an assortment of
interesting specimens; he also discovered some living lichens and
fossil wood. Most of the party suffered from snow-blindness.
By January 3ist, 1912, it was evident that the snow and fog
would make Wood Bay impossible of attainment, and the decision
was made to examine the moraine of the Priestley Glacier. During
the first two days in February some valuable fossils were found
here which helped to fix the geological position of the rocks.
Tracks were then made for the depot which was reached on Febru-
ary 6th and found to be situated on a little island that they named
Inexpressible Island as a small token of their opinion on the weather
that prevailed there.
February i8th passed without any signs of the Terra Nova,
and the ice pack extended seaward to the limit of visibility. Day
after day went by with never ceasing blizzards which tore the
tents and made the outlook serious. The sledging rations would
last until the 2yth, but half the depot stores had to be reserved
for sledging to Cape Evans if the ship failed to relieve the party.
They went on half rations about February 24th and some seals
and penguins were killed for food. Until March i5th Campbell
thought the ship might possibly arrive; but the ice never let her
approach nearer than 25 miles. Before this date he wrote: " The
conditions are gradually but surely becoming more unbearable,
and we cannot hope for improvement until we are settled in some
more permanent home for the winter." The men became weak
from want of food, for they had to subsist on two meals a day,
at each of which they had one mug of weak seal hoosh, another